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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH April 8, 2018

Welcome dear ones. We are 
glad you’re here with us today to 
worship the one true God. Our 
ministry philosophy is to teach 
God’s Word systematically, or 
“verse by verse,” that each of us 
may understand it and apply it to 
our lives.

This style of studying the 
Bible may be different for you in 
the beginning, but in a few weeks 
it will become very exciting!

Satan’s Lie
The chorus of a popular coun-

try song by Luke Bryan says, “I 
believe most people are good.”

Millions of people gave Luke’s 
song a nod and are singing along, 
not realizing how wrong that 
phrase is.

Much of the media promotes 
this lie from the devil. They are 
convinced that man’s nature is 
basically good. Sadly, much of the 
world also agrees with this senti-
ment. 

However, Jeremiah 17:9 says, 
“The heart is more deceitful than 
all else and is desperately sick; 
who can understand it?”

People don’t like to hear 

about sin. To them it is an archaic 
concept. However, it is against the 
backdrop of our sin that we see 
God’s overwhelming love for us. 
Oh, the deep, deep love of Jesus!

Sin is an abomination to God. 
It defiles our purity, destroys our 
integrity and ruins our lives. “But 
God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8).

Those are amazing words: 
“while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.”

Jesus bought us with His 
blood. He redeemed us and brought 
us into His family. We are His 
forevermore.

Dear one, if you have not yet 
come to the Lord, examine your-
self today. Don’t be fooled by the 
world’s sentiments. Turn from your 
sin and come to Christ today.

Dessert Social
Plan to attend the social this 

evening, immediately following 
Sunday Night Church. Proceeds go 
toward Boys of Faith Camp.

Have a good week!
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Diligent Intake of the Word
Curt Kuster

“Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman 
who does not need to be ashamed, 
accurately handling the word of 
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

Most are aware that on 
Wednesday evenings many chil-
dren attend the AWANA pro-
gram. Do you know from where 
the name AWANA comes? It is 
an acronym from our text verse: 
Approved Workman Are Not 
Ashamed.

The immediate context em-
phasizes the “workman” is to be 
aware of false teachers and false 
teaching. We are to be diligent in 
reading, studying, and practicing 
God’s Word in order to “accurately 
handle the word of truth.” Being 
disciplined to do this takes work. 
This is necessary to avoid the 
doctrinal errors of which Paul is 
warning.

However, being an “approved 
workman” involves more. First 
Corinthians 6:20 says, “You have 
been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body.” This 
could be considered a summary 
statement of the Christian life. We 
have been bought with a price—
we are redeemed. Christ’s death 
on our behalf has purchased our 
salvation. After placing our faith in 
Him for salvation, what should be 
our response? It is to glorify God 

Curt Kuster

in our body—in all that we do.
We are saved by grace through 

faith (see Ephesians 2:8-9), how-
ever the next verse states, we “are 
created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared be-
forehand.” Since Christ is now our 
Master (He bought us), we are to 
diligently serve Him. That cer-
tainly is by “accurately handling 
the word of truth,” but also in our 
day-to-day service—being a good 
workman.

We are approved by God for 
salvation by faith in the finished 
work of Christ on the cross on our 
behalf—we have been accepted by 
God through Christ. Romans 8:1 
states “there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
However, Romans 14 tells us we 
will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God, and each one of us 
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will give an account of himself to 
God.

Dr. Henry Morris, in his book 
Creation and the Second Coming, 
states this well. “This will not be a 
judgment for salvation, nor to de-
cide a penalty for our sins, for the 
Judge Himself long ago paid for 
all our sins on the cross, and has 
saved us eternally, a gift received 
entirely by grace through faith. 
This is a judgment for rewards, 
‘For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ’ (2 Corin-

thians 5:10a), where ‘the fire itself 
will test the quality of each man’s 
work. If any man’s work which he 
has built on it remains, he will re-
ceive a reward. If any man’s work 
is burned up, he will suffer loss; 
but he himself will be saved, yet 
so as through fire (1 Corinthians 
3:13-15).’ ”

When we give this account, 
we do not want to be ashamed, but 
rather we want to hear “well done, 
good and faithful slave” (Matthew 
25:21).

VBS Meeting Today
Everyone is Invited to the Meeting 
Today at 4:45 p.m. in the Chapel

VBS is a fabulous week for workers and students

Workers Needed
Classroom
Teacher (1/2 hour commitment)
Room Coordinator (coordinate 
assistants in planning room; not 
expected to do it alone!)
Room Assistants (brainstorm and 
help decorate room)

Recreation
Leaders (filled)
Helpers

Crafts
Leaders (filled)
Helpers

Kids Refreshments
Leaders (filled)
Helpers

Nursery Workers

Prayer Team

Music Team

Workers Needed

More information about positions 
and how much time they require 
will be provided at meeting. Sign up 
will be available at meeting. If you 
can’t make it to the meeting, call 
Rachel Gould, 402-483-4541, to 
sign up after Tuesday. 
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Speaking at Businessmen’s Lunch
Tim Pratt

“Shelley brought me to church 
for everything,” Tim said. “I 
listened and sometimes I would 
get convicted. The people seemed 
nice, but when the service was 
over I wanted to run for the door.”

God was drawing Tim to 
Himself. “I heard the gospel from 
my wife, at church, and even from 
some of my customers.” By then, 
Tim was working at Dietz Mu-
sic, where Greg Thomas and Phil 
Boehr were frequent customers. 
“It wasn’t long before I realized 
that God had surrounded me with 
believers.”

After a night out playing 
with the band and everything that 

Tim Pratt was two years old 
when his parents divorced. He 
learned to entertain himself and 
had many interests since his moth-
er, being a single parent, had to 
work a lot of hours to pay the rent 
and keep food in the refrigerator.

“I grew up without much 
thought of God,” Tim said. “When 
I was little I attended the Method-
ist Church, but went mostly for 
the crafts and was bored with the 
teaching.”

As Tim got older he started 
playing in bands. A rock and roller 
at heart, Tim loved the musician’s 
life and wanted to make a living at 
it. At different times in his career 
he came close as his band opened 
for some famous/classic groups, 
but they never quite crossed the 
threshold to big time.

The singer/song writer in Tim 
didn’t want to quit the rock and 
roll scene, but the practical side of 
him thought it was important to 
pay for insurance, groceries, and 
rent. He compromised and got a 
job at Brandeis selling suits. He 
could keep his band together and 
still afford gas in his car. 

Providentially, a cute girl 
with brown hair also worked at 
Brandeis. Tim and Shelley were 
married in 1988. A couple years 
into their marriage, Shelley turned 

from her sins and believed Jesus 
died for her. She was born from 
above and immediately began 
growing more like Christ.

by Gale Engle

Tim and Shelley Pratt
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goes with that, Tim was driving 
to Omaha the next day when the 
scales fell from his eyes. “Sud-
denly I was overwhelmed with my 
own personal sinfulness and the 
knowledge that God’s Son had died 
on the cross to pay my sin penalty. 
I turned from my sins and believed 
Jesus died for me. I asked God to 
forgive me and He did.” Tim was a 
new creature in Christ.

“I came home that night and 
told Shelley what had happened,” 
Tim said. “God started working on 
me right away and He continues to 
this day.

“One of the biggest blessings 
in our lives has been working with 
the high school kids,” Tim said. 
“We love them so much and want 
to keep them in our lives. It’s hard 
to put into words just how we feel 
about them, and it’s a blessing to 
watch them grow in the Lord.”

Besides being a high school 
sponsor, Tim teaches a Tuesday 
night Mansion Builders Bible study 
and oversees the high school music.

Tim will be speaking at the 
Businessmen’s Lunch at Valen-
tino’s on Friday, April 20 at noon.

All men, 
high school 
age and older 
are welcome. 
The cost is $8, 
but guests eat 
for free.

Invitations 
are available 
at the main 
entrances.
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Free Guided Tour of Israel
One of the sites you may visit 

with Scott Bailey is the Via Dolo-
rosa, a street within the old city of 
Jerusalem believed to be the path 
Jesus walked on the way to His 
crucifixion.

Men’s Cleaning
Hey men! A few places did 

not get cleaned on Titus Tuesday 
Cleaning Morning and they are 
mainly in the auditorium. If you 
are able to come and help clean on 
Tuesday, April 10, during Ladies 
Intermission, we will put you to 
work. 

Please meet in the south lobby 

at 6:15 p.m. Everything will be 
provided for you to get the job 
done.

We would also like to have 
Bible Study groups help by doing a 
service project one evening instead 
of their regular study.

Questions? Call or text Mer-
rily Bailey at 402-730-7617.

The route is about a half mile. 
It is narrow in some parts of the 
old city, wider in others, and en-
compassed by a multitude of shops 
selling everything from clothes to 
meat.

Join us Wednesday, April 11 
and 18 in room 1417 at 7:00 p.m. 
for the trip of a lifetime.

Everyone high school age 
and older is welcome. Coffee and 
cookies will sustain you during the 
tour.
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Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children studied Ephesians 5:1–14 
and learned about walking in love 
and light.
Children’s Church. The children 
watched a puppet show and then 
had a Bible lesson.

Information
Dessert Social. Boys of Faith is 
sponsoring a dessert social tonight, 
April 8, immediately following 
Sunday Night Church. Come enjoy 
some dessert and coffee and fel-
lowship with the brethren. Pro-
ceeds help defray camp costs.
Two Mowers Needed. If you 
would like to serve the Lord and 
His Church by cutting the grass 
once every five weeks on a team 
of five men, contact Kevin Wheat, 
402-483-4541 or Kevin.Wheat@
ihcc.org. 
Vegetable Plants for Sale. The 
Girls of Grace ministry will again 
be selling tomato and pepper 
plants, along with some other 
vegetables and flowers, starting 
Sunday, May 6. All donations go 
toward Girls of Grace camp costs.
Clothing Outlet will be open 
Tuesday, April 10 from 8:00 a.m.–
6:30 p.m. Donated clothes may be 
dropped off any time the church is 
open. Please place clothing inside 
the box in the Clothing Outlet 
closet (NE corner, by big canopy). 

Donated clothes should be in bags 
or boxes. Please put children’s 
clothes in a separate bag or box. 
Clothes should be clean and in 
good condition. Questions? Call 
Brenda Turner at 402-486-1898.
Vacation Bible School. VBS will 
be held June 18–22. Please note the 
date change and mark your calen-
dars. Be sure to invite your friends 
and neighbors.
VBS Workers meeting will be 
held today, April 8, at 4:45 p.m. 
in the chapel. If you would like 
to help with VBS this year, you 
should attend this meeting.
Titus Tuesday will not meet on 
April 10. Be sure to attend Inter-
Mission that evening at 6:15 p.m.
The Great Awakenings of the 
Americas meets on Wednesday 
from 7:00–8:00 p.m. in room 1414. 
Donald Goertzen is the teacher. 
Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome. Cookies and cof-
fee top off the evening.
Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the 
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets 
each Monday at 6:15 p.m., weather 
permitting. Meet at the north 
entrance of IHCC (by the security 
desk). Everyone is welcome to 
attend. If you’ve never been out 
before, we will pair you up with 
someone who has experience and 
you can learn by observing. If 
the weather looks unpredictable, 
please check the church website, 
www.ihcc.org, for instructions.



Heartbeat • 11

Last Week’s Message
April 1 AM. Gil Rugh. GRM 1177. 
The Savior God’s Plan Provides. 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Teachers are needed at High Place 
Nursing Home (84th and Old 
Cheney) and at Sumner Place (1750 
South 20th). Please contact Tom 
Price at 402-792-9331 or mathman-
price@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.
Hospitality Ministry needs one 
door greeter at the southwest 
doors on Sunday mornings from 
8:30–9:00 a.m. Each greeter is on 
rotation for one month per quarter 
and serves four months a year. Let 
Brian Willet (brian.willet@outlook.
com) know if you’re interested. 
Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves 
the new Event Kitchen, contact 
Rachel Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event Sheet, 
which will help with the plan-
ning. Questions to Merrily Bailey 
402-730-7617.  
Baptism. If you are a believer in 
Jesus Christ and have not yet iden-
tified yourself with Him through 
water baptism, pick up a copy of 
“Water Baptism: Truth or Tradi-
tion” by Gil Rugh. The booklets 
are free and are available in the 
lobby book racks. Then, call the 
church and ask to schedule a bap-
tism interview.
Weather Alert. If you are wonder-
ing if the church will be open or 
closed due to the weather, check 
www.ihcc.org.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 

Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations and 
births.
Branson Tour. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for our annual 
tour of Branson on November 
6–9, 2018. The cost is $377/person 
double occupancy; or $754/couple; 
or $472/single occupancy. Deposits 
of $50 per person to reserve your 
space are due by September 1. 
Final payments due by October 1. 
If you have questions, please call 
Sandy Rathe at 402-540-6614, or 
email: srathe727@gmail.com
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Pickleball meets on Monday from 
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Cen-
ter. Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, call Vince Ganshorn 
at 402-440-9640.
Girls’ Choir meets on Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. and is open to all girls 
in grades 4-12.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

VBS Meeting 4:45 p.m. 
Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 

Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m. 
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

Boys of Faith Dessert Social 7:30 p.m.
 

Monday 
Sisters 6:00 p.m.

Door to Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Clothing Outlet 8:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

No Titus Tuesday 
Intermission 6:15 p.m. 

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7:00 p.m.

Junior High Study 7:00 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Tour of Israel 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
April 17 

High School Bowling

April 18 
Tour of Israel 7:00 p.m.

April 20 
Businessmen’ Lunch Noon

April 22 
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.

April 29 
Senior Recognition 

Senior Banquet

May 4–6 (New Date) 
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May 6 
Girls of Grace Plant Sale

May  13 
Mother’s Day 

Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout

May 25–28 
Girls of Grace Camp

May 28 
Memorial Day 

Church Building Closed

June 3 
Communion

June 17 
Father’s Day

June 18–22 (New Date) 
Vacation Bible School

July 4 
Independence Day 

Church Building Closed
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